
    

To prepare God's people for works of service, so that the Body of Christ may be built up     (Ephesians 412) 

 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of Bruton and Cary Deanery Synod 

held at The Davis Hall, West Camel on Wednesday 26th March 2025 at 7.30pm 
 

Present: 

Revd Caroline Walker Area Dean 

Dr Rob Sage Lay Dean 

Mrs Jane Jeanes Deputy Lay Dean 

Other Members of House of Clergy 4 

Other Members of House of Laity 17 

 

Other PTO Clergy 6 

Other Readers 3 

Other Guests 5 

 

Apologies for absence were received from: Nigel Chambers, Helen Corney, Revd Dr Anna 

Creedon, Jon Dyer, Revd Jonathan Evans, Camilla Graham, Susan Hartnell-Beavis, Ruth Kimber, 

Peter Leavold, Revd Candice Marcus, Nerissa Northover, Linda Payne, Jen Richards, Anne Sear 

and Jean Sellick. 

 

1. Refreshments. Thank you to Jane Jeanes and to those from Wincanton and Pen Selwood 

who served refreshments from 7.00pm. 

2. Welcome. The Area Dean welcomed those present. 

 

3. Opening Worship. Thank you to Synod members from the Six Pilgrims who led the opening 

worship. 

 

4.  Previous Minutes. The Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 17th October 2024 were 

approved as a correct record and signed by the Lay Dean.    

 

5. Update on Pastoral Reorganisation, Vacancies and Appointments.  The Area Dean 

gave an update on the pastoral reorganisation of the Deanery.  Wincanton, Penselwood, 

Cucklington, Stoke Trister and Charlton Musgrove were advertising for an incumbent for their 

new benefice for the second time, while Henstridge, Holton, Horsington, North Cheriton and 

Templecombe were advertising for an incumbent for their new benefice for the first time. 

From January this year the parishes of North Cadbury, South Cadbury and Yarlington had 

been working together with the parishes of the former Cam Vale benefice.  Milborne Port, 

Goathill, Milborne Wick, Charlton Horethorne and Stowell would be working together with 

Blackford, Compton Pauncefoot and Maperton from 1st April.  Revd Pip Martin would be 

licensed an interim minister to the Six Pilgrims on 2nd June. 

 

6. Area Dean’s Notices. The Area Dean reminded Synod members of the Deanery Ascension 

Day Service at All Saints, Castle Cary on May 29th, when the guest preacher would be Revd 

Dr Megan Daffern, the Canon Chancellor of Wells Cathedral and of the Archdeacon’s 

Visitation on Wednesday 11th June at St Mary’s Church, Bruton. 
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7. 2024 Annual Report and Accounts. The Annual Report had had been circulated with the 

Agendas.  The 2024 Accounts had not yet been independently examined and so approval of 

the Accounts was deferred to the next Synod. 

8. 2025 Deanery Subscription.  Payment of the Deanery Subscription had been waived during 

the Covid pandemic when meetings were held on Zoom and not reintroduced afterwards as 

the Deanery had sufficient reserves to meet its expenses.  However, the Deanery Mission 

and Pastoral Group (DMPG) recommended that the Deanery Subscription be restored to its 

pre-pandemic level of £10 per lay Synod representative that each parish was entitled to as 

the Deanery had a number of increasing expenses to meet.  The restoration of the Deanery 

Subscription was approved by the Synod. 

9. Growing Good.  Claire Horton, a Deanery and Parish Development Adviser for the Diocese 

with a special interest in the Magnificent Parishes spoke on Growing Good.  This is an 

initiative to help parishes grow in faithfulness and fruitfulness by looking at aspects of church 

and community life and joining the dots between social action, discipleship and growth.  More 

information can be found on the Growing Good website Growing Good | Homepage 

10.  Closing Prayers were led by the Area Dean and the meeting ended at 9.00pm. 

 

 

Next Deanery Synod Meeting – Tuesday 17th June 2025. 

https://growing-good.org.uk/

