
    

To prepare God's people for works of service, so that the Body of Christ may be built up     (Ephesians 412) 

 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of Bruton and Cary Deanery Synod 

held at The Davis Hall, West Camel on Tuesday 17th June 2025 at 7.30pm 
 

Present: 

Revd Caroline Walker Area Dean 

Dr Rob Sage Lay Dean 

Mrs Jane Jeanes Deputy Lay Dean 

Other Members of House of Clergy 3 

Other Members of House of Laity 19 

 

Other PTO Clergy 5 

Other Readers 3 

Other Guests 8 

 

Apologies for absence were received from: Nigel Chambers, Tim Chater, Helen Corney, John 

Deverell, Revd Jonathan Evans, Camilla Graham, Susan Hartnell-Beavis, Revd Elisabeth Isted, 

Sue Kellagher, Canon Brian McConnell, Lisa Prior, Jen Richards, Martin Roberts, Anne Sear and 

Jean Sellick. 

 

1. Refreshments. Refreshments were available from 7.00pm. The Area Dean thanked 

members of Alham Vale for serving them and Jane Jeanes for making the biscuits. 

2. Welcome. The Area Dean, Revd Caroline Walker, welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 

3. Dwelling in the Word. Luke 5 vv1-11 led by the Area Dean. 

 

4. Good News for Everyone.  Our first speakers from Good News for Everyone (formerly The 

Gideons) were introduced and spoke about their work as the Yeovil branch. They might have 

a new name and a new open book logo but their aim remains the same – to make Jesus 

known through his Word.  They keep in touch with church ministers by email.  They provide 

New Testaments which are available for anyone.  Around 3-400 are taken from Sherborne 

Abbey and St John’s Church Yeovil each year.  They are also available in the Sherborne 

Christian bookshop.  There are resources for use in churches and magazines for schools 

mainly for Years 5 & 6, as well as the Hope magazine for adults.  They have a key fob with a 

QR code and an app Your Bible.  Their main work in schools is in Yr 7 as they will provide 

New Testaments for all students. Schools are more reluctant to have them in now.  Their 

funding comes from gifts, donations and legacies.  Help is always needed in the Sherborne 

shop where sales of Bibles have gone up 89%.  Julie Ebsworth prayed for Good News for 

Everyone at the end of the presentation. 

5. Bubble Church.  Members of the team of Bubble Church leaders from St Mary’s 

Templecombe introduced Synod to Bubble Church and their puppets.  Bubble Church is a 

church service designed for families with children up to 8 years old. It is a free, puppet-

packed, Jesus-centred service fuelled with coffee and pastries.  It was started in London as 
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we came out of lockdown - hence the name Bubble.  Families sat in bubbles on the floor. 

The full story can be found by Googling Bubble Church. Templecombe were one of the pilot 

studies and have hosted the south west region day.  Numbers are growing.  They meet in the 

village hall but one Sunday a month are part of the main service.  Alan Hoskins prayed for 

the team after the puppets had given us a short show. 

6. Previous Minutes. The Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 26th March 2025 were 

approved as a correct record and signed by the Area Dean.    

 

7. 2024 Annual Report and Accounts. The Annual Accounts had been circulated and were 

approved by Synod.  The meeting was reminded that all parishes should pay £10 for each 

representative they were entitled to even if no one was elected to serve. 

8. Area Dean’s Notices. The Area Dean outlined plans for the next Synod meeting and the 

Deanery Quiet day.  The date of next meeting would be 22nd October at 7.30pm when 

Caroline Bruce and Jane Durham would lead on Thrive, Growing in our Discipleship.  The 

Deanery Quiet Day would be on 28th March 2026 at Hilfield Friary.  The Friary can 

accommodate 30 people and the cost was £20 per person.  More details to follow. 

Revd Rona Stuart-Bourne advised Synod of some extra layers of administration they had 

encountered following a quinquennial survey and faculty application. 

Jane Jeanes reminded Synod of the Budget Consultations which were being held in various 

locations and on Zoom. 

10.  Closing Prayers were led by the Area Dean and the meeting ended at 9.02pm. 

 

 

Next Deanery Synod Meeting – Wednesday 22nd October 2025 

7.30pm in the Davis Hall, West Camel. 


